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Prime  Minifters,  tfc. 


T  has  been  the  juft  Obfen'ation  of 
Travellers,  that  no  one  Man  is 
more  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  a- 
nother  by  his  Features,  than  one 
Nation  is  from  another  by  its  pe- 
culiar Turn  of  Genius.  The  Man- 
ners of  every  Country  are  fo  a- 
dapted  to  the  particular  Form  of  Government, 
that  prevails  amongft  them,  that  it  is  fcarce  pof- 
lible  to  alter  the  one,  without  firft  debauching  the 
other.  The  feveral  Revolutions,  that  have  hap- 
pened in  the  States  of  Europe^  are  fo  many  De- 
monftrations  of  this  Truth.  It  feems  indeed  to 
have  been  the  Wifdom  of  Providence  to  eltabliih 
fo  evident  a  Teft,  by  which  every  Nation  might 
plainly  perceive  what  Steps  mud  naturally  lead  to 
their  Dellrudlion,  that  fo  no  Nation  might  be  de- 
ftroyed,  but  by  its  own  Gcnfcnt.    If  therefore  at 
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any  Time  a  Free  People  (by  Nature  hardy,  by 
Cullom  frugal  and  induftrious,  and  by  their  Situ- 
ation incapable  of  fubiifting  but  by  their  own  La- 
bour, JManutajftures   and   Trade)    fliould    behold 
Luxury,  Sloth,  Vice  and  Corruption  breaking  in 
upon  them,  like  a  Torrent  •  and  fhould  difcover  a 
Man  in  high  Station  to  be    the  Promoter  of  this 
deftrudtive  Change  of  Manners-  they  can  no  longer 
doubt  that  He  is  engaged  in  a  Delign  to  enflave 
them.     And  if  fuch  a  Nation  fhould  tamely  fuffer 
their    Ccrritptcr    to   continue   in   the  Exercife   of 
Power,  they  may  juftly  be  accufed   of  confenting 
to  their  own  Ruin ;    for    Statefmen  are  not  ealily 
frightened  from  their  Purpofe ;  much  lefs  are  they 
fubjed  to  Repentance  for  their  Crimes.    Neceffity 
drives  them  on  •  and  He,  who  has  once  made   an 
open  Attack  upon  the  Conftitution  of  his   Coun- 
tr}',  will  never  think  himfelf  fafe  from  publick  Ju- 
llice,  but  by  its  total  Subveriion  •  which  theretorc 
He  mull  accomplifh  at  the  Peril  of  his  Head. 

There  is  no  Singularity  in  the  Genius  of  the 
Britijh  Nation,  that  has  been  more  remarked  by 
Foreigners,  nor  more  ccnfurcd  by  polite  Writers 
(who  were  born  under  abfolute  Governments)  than 
GMY  Jlrong  Inclination  to  a  Change  of  Minijiers-^ 
but  had  thcfe  Gentlemen  been  better  acquainted 
with  us,  they  would  have  found  this  Love  of  Change 
never  grew  to  any  Height  till  the  Power,  which 
our  Conflituticndiliributesamor.gft/^^'^/•^/  MiniJferSy 
was  all  centured  in  o;:e  Man.  And  to  our  Honour 
be  it  faid,  there  is  no  Turn  more  peculiar  to  a 
EriiCn^  none  that  has  more  frequently  prefervcd 
our  Liberties,  than  that  infuperabie  Hatred  to  a 
Pkime  Minister,  which  has  always  prevailed  in 
this  Kingdoo].  It  may  well  be  called  our  Palla^ 
diiim.  \\  hil ft  we  retain  ^to,  our  Conllitution  mull 
be  out  of  Danger  j  whenfocver   we  are  debauched 
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from  it,  \N-e,  like  the  reft  of  oiir  Neighbours,  mud 
become  Sla'ces.  For  it  fccms  next  to  an  Impolli- 
bility,  that  Great  Britain  fhould  be  ripened  for 
Chains,  but  by  fuch  a  Creature  of  Pcn'cr  ^  and  pro- 
portioned to  the  Haziira  ^ux  Conilitution  is  in  by 
a  Prime  Minister,  has  been  the  national  An- 
tipathy in  all  Ages  to  this  Preliminary  Tyrant. 

Whilft  Power  is  lodgied  in  many  Hands,  we 
both  obey  and  cherifh  it.  1  here  is  nothing  m  it  to 
alarm  us.  Se^jcral  great  and  able  M^n^  jcindy  en- 
gaged in  one  Adnitniftraticn^  but  acting  indepen- 
dant  of  one  another  in  their  different  Stations,  is 
the  only  Model  of  Government  fuited  to  the  Le- 
gillature,  fuited  to  the  very  Genius  of  the  Bntijb 
Nation.  Minijlers^  on  fuch  a  Foot,  are  mutual 
Checks  upon  each  other*  each  of  them  hc^.s  his 
diftindl  Set  of  Adherents,  fome  of  whom  Alliance, 
Fricndlhip,  Eiieem,  and  perhaps  Expectations  u- 
nite  in  his  particular  Intereft  ^  but  his  main  Sup- 
port mull  be  the  Character  he  bears  in  his  Coun- 
try. When  a  Number  of  fach  great  Men  join, 
they  draw  with  them  a  large  Body  of  the  Nation, 
and  cannot  therefore  adl  but  upon  Principles,  that 
may  prefer\"e  to  7^  <?/// their  Popularity  amongft  their 
Fcilovv-Subjeds.  Such  a  Miniilry  is  built  upon  the 
flrong  Balis  of  the  People's  Affecrion.  It  is  T^jat^ 
which  gives  Them  Strength  to  do  their  ]Maflers 
Bulinefs,  and  their  J^^7/?tr  can  offer  fuch  Akn  no 
Degrees  of  Power  or  Wealth,  that  would  be  an  E- 
quivalent,  even  in  Point  of  Interell,  to  tlie  Lcfs  of 
their  CharaSier, 

Reverfe  this  noble  Profped,  and  behold  the 
Power  of  many  Minifters^-:"//;;/^  up  into  the  flfi  of 
Que  ambitious  Man.  Can  fuch  an  one  fubfill  by 
anv  Art,  but  That  oi  Corruption  ?  He  can  have  no 
pcrfonal  Intereil,  to  draw  any  Nurnhcrs  along  with 
hira.    Men  oi  real  Worth  and  Inriuence  in   their 
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Country  are  too  much  his  Equals  (perhaps  Supc- 
riouro)  not  to  fcorn  to    aO:  under  him.    Men  of 
great  Abilities  will    fcarce  employ  them    as    the 
mean  Tools  of  another's  Power.     What  He  wants 
thtYt'LOYtin  Weighty   the   Prime  Minister  muft 
endeavour  to  fupply  in  Numbers.    And  as  He  can- 
not gain  Thefe  by  his  natural  Strength,  he  muft  ii>* 
troducc  an    effeminate  Lusiiry^   that    may   lupplant 
the  innate  Sturdinefs,   for  which   the  Engltfh  have 
fo  long  been  famous,  and  by  corruptirg  our  Man-' 
mrs^  he  may  come  to  corrupt  our  Votes,     And  if 
he  cj.n,  by  an  extra\agant  Way  of  living  amongft 
the  Gentry,  bring  many  of  them  into  a  necefhtous 
Depcndancc,  He  m?y'  for  fome  Time  maintain  his 
Power  againfl:  the  Bent  of  a   whole  People.     But 
even  This  muft  fail   him ;  for  as  Corrtiftion  is  the 
Prime  Minister's  fole  Inftrument    of  State,  fo 
That  by  Degrees  will    grow  fo  very  craving^  that 
he  will  find  it  hard  to  farisfy.  Then  it  is,  that   He 
becomes  defperate  in  his  Proje6i:s ;  his  Creatures  are 
no  longer  true  to  him  than  v/hilft  they  are  feeding  ; 
his  other  P'ellow-Subjecls  (opprefs'd  and  plundered 
to  gorge  'Thefe J  are  all  united  to  his  Ruin ;  and 
he  has  no  other  Method  left  to  fcrcen  himfelf  from 
their  Refcntments,  than  by  throwing  into  his  Mo' 
Jier's  Hand  fuch  an  ahfoJute  Power,  as  may  be  fuf^ 
ficient  to  proted  him  againft  the  whole  Kingdom, 
if  his  Miftsr   be  weak  enough  to  ftand  upon  the 
narrow  Bottom  oi  his  Minijier. 

This  has  been  and  This  muft  be  the  defperate 
Game  of  every  Prime  Minister,  in  this  Coun- 
try. Juftly  therefore  is  fuch  an  one  the  Object  of 
the  People's  Hatred.  Should  we  ranfack  the  Bri" 
tip  Hiftory,  we  ftiall  find  our  wifeft  Monarchs  had 
no  fucpj  Minijier ;  and  amongft  thofe  Princes,  who 
had,  wc  learn  that  fome  were  betrayed  by  their 
Minion,  as  foon  as  He  faw  the  fovereign  Power 
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was  too  weak  to  protect  him ;  others,  we  read, 
loft  both  their  Crown  and  Life  in  too  obftinate  an 
Adherence  to  a  hated  Faicnrite  ;  and  lome,  tho* 
very  few,  have  faved  themicives,  by  honourably 
giving  up  a  "joicked  Mmijier  to  the  Juftice  of  an 
injured  Nation.  To  fee  This  in  a  clear  Light,  I 
fhall  brii:fly  run  through  all  the  Reigns,  from  the 
Conqueft  down  to  the  Reftoration. 

William  the  First,    who  was  by  Nature  lo^^- 
formed  to  keep,  as  well  as  gain  a  Crown,  never 
would  trufl  his  Power  in  one   Hand.     But  when 
the  moft  potent  of  his  Mtnifiers  (Odoy  Bifhop  of 
Bayeax  and  Earl  of  Kent  J  had,   by  his   rapacious 
Management  of  the   publick    Money,    amafs'd  a 
mighty  Treafurc,  and  was   forming  a  Scheme  to 
ejiablijh  himfelf   independent    of  kis  Majier^   the  KennetV 
Hiilorian  informs  us,  that  the  wife  King    "  took  ^'fi-  */ 
^*  him  from  amidft  a  Confluence  of  Noblemen  and  j^f_  ^?  ' 
"  Gentry,  who    attended   on  Him,  and  at    once  p.  m. 
*'  difappointed  all  his  ambitious  Views,  by  a  ftrict 
'^  Imprifonment,  and  he  was  afterwards  obliged  to 
^*  abjure  the  Realm. 

William  the  Second,  whom  our  Hiftories  '^^7- 
reprefent  as  a  Prince   of  a   fierce  and   avardtious^'  ^^'^' 
Temper,  was  '■jukoUy  under  the  Influence   of  Ra-  ^'^^J.  ^ 
naJph^  Bijhop  of  Durham^  who,  by  new  Methods  of  ^/^^fj"'^' 
fquee zing  and  oppreiTmg    the  People,  fo   fed  his;>.  117. 
Mailer's  infitiable  Thirlt  after  Money,  as  to  be-/'-  119- 
come  the  principal  DireBor  of  his  Counfels.     His 
male  Adminiftration   difpofed  the  Subjedls  to  re- 
volt. One  Confpiracy  broke  out  in  the  Year  1095- 
and  another  more  formidable  was  ripe  for  Execu- 
tion, when  the  King's  Death   prevented  it.    He 
was  killed  in  the  new  Fcreji  by  one  Walter  ^yrrel ; 
whether  by  Mifchance,  or  by  Defign,  is  not  agreed  ; 
but  the  Hiftorian   tells  us,     "  That   this   Prince  ibii. 
"  might  have  had   an  abfolute  Government  of  all/- 1 17- 
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^'  his  Subje(5ls,  had  he   fought  it  by   endearing 

"  A6ts  ;  but  feeking  to  cftabliih  it  by  Force,  he 

^'  made  both  himfelf  and  his  People  miferabie. 

iioo.  Henry   the  First,    who  is  juHly   reckon'd 

amongft  the  wifefl  of  our  Princes,   fiad  no  P-  ime 

Minister.    He  fought  out  the  molt  ablcjMen  in 

his  Kingdom  for  the  Offices  of  State,  prelerring 

fich  only  as  were  acceptable   to  the  People,    The 

JJ^J-  "/    Hillorian   obferves,     "  That   he   took   the    bell 

Engla^nd.  «  Co^^^fes  to  pleafe  and  gratify  his  Subje6ts ;  by 

/.  123.      ''  feeing  himfelf  that  no  Cor rupthfj,  or  Opprcffion 

"  Hiould  burthen   the  Country;  by   miking  frc- 

"  qucnt  ProgrelTes  to  obferve  how  his  Realm  was 

"  order'd   in  every  Part   of  it  ;    by  being  affable 

"  and  eafy  of  Accefs,  fo  that  all  might  enjoy  his 

''  Company  ;  and  by  being  hofpitabh,  fo  that  all 

"  might  Ihare  of  his  good  Cheer. 

Nothing  fo  much  endeared  him  to  the  Nation, 
as  "  the  committing  to  a  llrcight  and  loathfome , 
"  Prifon  Ramdph  of  Durham,  the  Prime  Mi- 
"  NiSTER  and  OpprclTor  of  the  former  Reign." 
And  after  That,  when  one  of  his  own  Miniltry, 
Robert  Earl  of  Mallent^  had  by  hisCondudl  incur- 
red the  People's  Hatred,  '*  he  firil  difgraced  him, 
"  and  then  llript  him  of  his  vail  Eilate, 

King  Stephen,  according  to  our  Hillorians, 
^'  was  eleded  to  the  Crown  upon  this  Conlidera- 
**  tion  ;  that  by  preferring  one,  whofe  Title  was 
"  weak,  the  Nation  might  be  better  fccured  in 
*'  their  antient  Liberties,  than  they  could  be  un- 
*'  der  one,  that  came  to  the  Throne  by  lineal 
^'  Dcfcent.  Accordingly  the  Fealty  fvvorn  to  him 
"  was  upon  Condition  that  he  obicrvcd  the  Te- 
"  nor  of  a  Charter,  wherein  the  Rights  and  Li- 
"  bertics  of  theSubje6l  were  declared."  But  his 
ibid  p.  Pi^^iME  Minister  Jlberic  de  T^r  having  led  him 
'*'''        into  arbitrary  Mcafurcs,  the  Nation  revolted  from 
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him  to  the  Emprcfs  Matid^  who  was  the  rightful 
Heir  of  the  Crown  by  Dcfcent.  She  too  had 
a  Prime  Minister,  the  Bip':'p  of  JVitJchcJicry 
who,  though  Brother  to  Stephen^  had  let  the  Crown 
on  her  Head ;  but  in  whom  Ihc  repofed  too  great  a 
Confidence.  For  this  ambitious  Sratefman  (per-  -• /• 
ceiving  the  Londoners  averfe  to  Maad^  and  that '  ^^* 
the  whole  Nation  began  to  diflike  her)  confulted 
his  own  Interelt  by  a  private  Treaty  with  her 
Competitor^  and  having  obtained  his  own  Terms, 
obliged  his  royal  Miltrcis  to  quit  the  Kingdom, 
and  retire  to  her  own  Dominions  beyond  Sea. 

Henry  the  Second  in  all  his  Reign  had  but  ^^Sd* 
one  Prime  Minister  ;    to  whom  all  the  Trou- 
bles,   or  the  Seeds  at  leaft  of  all  the  Troubles  of 
his  Life  were  owing.     This   was  the  famous  -Tl^o-  iin.  p. 
mas  Becket,  who  was  for  fome  Years  the  fole  Ma-  '  U* 
Kager  of  all  Affairs   ot  State,  and  was   entrufted  ^^^ 
•with  the   Care   of  the  Education  of  the  King's 
eldeft  Son.     But  this  wicked  Minijler  was  no  foon- 
er  raifed  tO)  an  independent  State,  than  he  enter  d 
into  an  open   Oppolition  to  his  Mijier'^    diftrell 
him  in  all  his  Councils;  and   concerted  fuch  Mea- 
fures  with  the  young  Prince,  who  had  been   under 
his  Tuition,  as  produced  an  open  Rupture  between 
the  Father  and  Son^  which    lailed  even  afiier   the  ■-{,•/  ^, 
Author  of  it  had  been  long  bury'd  j    and  to  which  143- 
the  /'//  CondtiB  of  Queen  Eleanor  not  a  little  con- 
tributed.    Many  indeed  have  imputed  all  the  Di- 
fafters  of  this  unhappy  Reign  (which  ended  in  a 
Confpiracy  of  the  two  Sons  againfl  their  Father,  i'id.  p. 
that  broke  his  Heart)  to  the  Judgments   of  Hea-  ^3^ 
ven  upon  the  King,   inafmuch   as  He  had  finn'd^*  *"*^' 
againfl:  the  Laws  of  Nature  and  of  Confcience  in 
the  beginning  of  his  Pvcign,  by  an  open  Violation 
and  Difubedience  of  his  Fathers  WilL 
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■tr^g.  Richard  the  First,  as  he  fpent  the  greateft 

ii>i^  !>■  Part  of  his  Time  bevond  Sea,  fo  he  unhappily  veft- 
^l\'  ed  his  whole  Power  in  the  narrow  Hands  of  one 
^"'*  Prime  Minister,  the  Biftop  of  Ely  \  who  foon 
exerted  his  Authority^  independent  of  his  Majier, 
Pliilory  informs  us,  that  he  not  only  imprifoned 
and  oppreit  the  King's  beil  Subjects,  but  even 
turned  out  his  perfonal  Favonrites.  He  excluded 
the  Nobility  and  thofe  Minillers,  whom  the  King 
had  joined  in  Commilfion  with  him,  from  any 
Share  of  Government,  and  ad:ed  in  fo  arbitrary 
and  infolent  a  Manner,  as  render'd  him  odious  to 
the  whole  Kingdom.  The  Nation,  no  longer  able 
to  bear  with  his  Opprelfion,  invited  Irom  beyond 
Sea  Earl  John^  who  had  thereby  an  Opportunity 
of  aiTum'ng  the  Government,  whihl  his  unhappy 
Erorher  the  King  (being  taken  Prifoner  by  the 
Eiiipcror,  in  his  Return  trom  the  Holy  Land)  had 
well  nigh  loft  his  Life  and  Kingdom,  bv  thus  im- 
prudently putting  the  Reins  of  Government  into 
the  Hands  of  cus  ilUchofen  Minijier^  who  could 
not  hold  them. 
1 199.  King  John,  who  fucceeded  him,   was  a  poor, 

weak  Prince,  governed  by  the  Man,  who  had  the 
bell  Addrefs  to  flatter  him,  and  moll  of  all  by 
fuch,  who  oiiered  him  new  Methods  of  railing 
ibi:.p.  Money  on  the  People.  By  this  Secret  Hubert ^ 
Archbilhop  of  G/;;?<:'r^7/r!',  became  the  fo/e  Director 
of  his  Councils  •  which  he  conducted  in  fuch  an 
arbitrary  Manner,  as  to  raife  a  civil  War ;  in  the 
very  beginning  of  which,  this  fecnniary  Projecfcr 
dyed.  His  Succelibr  in  Favour  and  in  Power  was 
Ji)bJ^  Grajj  a  Ncrfolk  Man^  who  for  his  private 
JJ^''  Intercll  (as  the    Hillorian   reports)    engaged    his 

Mailer  firil  in  iile  Contefis  abrojd  with  the  Fops 
and  the  King  of  France-^  and  then  perfuaded  him 
to  mean  Submiirions  to  thcfe  very  Enemies,  he 

had 
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had  procured   him,  which  difgufted   all  the  Sub- 
jects ar  home ;  for  the  Nation  could  not    bear  that 
Strangers  ihould  ofler  Indignities  to  the  King  and 
Kingdom,    v\  ith    Impunity.     1  his  Norfolk  Aijn^ 
being  thus  become  the  Objedt  of  the  People's  Ha- 
tred, next  procured    for  his  Majier  a  coniiderable 
Body  oi  fcreigii  TrocpSy  which   he  kept  in  Pay,  in  "'^^-  ^' 
order  to  conquer  his  own  Subjects  •    and  this  bad     ' ' 
Step  drew  on  an  TnvaJion  ^  fo  that  our  wretched 
Country  was  wafted  by  two  contendirg  Armies, 
till  the  unhappy  Monarch  himfelf,  being  in  the  End 
defer  ted  on  all  Hands,  was  poyfoned  at  Swinefiead  '-'^^  P' 
Ahhey^   and  died  unpitied,  as  he   had  lived  unbe-  ' 
loved. 

Henry  the  Third,  a  Prince  unable  to  learn  1216. 
W  ifdom  from  his  Father's  Misfortunes,  was  all  his 
Life  a  wretched   Prey  to   Favourites,     tiiigh^    or 
Htihert   de  Burgh   was   the    firft  •    of  whom   the 
Hilbrian  favs,     "  That  he  forced  the   People   to  ^Jfi-  ^Z 
"  pay  as  he  pJcafed^  avd  mt  according  to  their  Abi-  ^'•>>^^"^- 
*'  Iities.   His  ill  Ccndudt  bred    an   Infurrection  a-  •^,v/ 
gainll  the  King,  who  at  Icngrh  forfook  him  ;  being  ibid.  p. 
convinced  cf  this   Miniller's  Fo/^',    in  expending  ^74- 
the  Treafure  of  the  Nation  in  frtiitlefs  and  pame- 
ful  Expeditions.,  and  of  his  Fraud,  in  applying  no 
fmall  Share  of  it  to  his  own  private  L'le  •  and  for 
his    male  Adminillraticn  he    was   both   dilgraced 
and  imprifoned.     Eut  no  fooner  was  the  poor  Mo- 
narch delivered  from  this   deilruclive  Engrcljir  ofi^ij, 
Pcjuer,  than    he  fell  into  the  Hands  of  another; 
Peter,    Biihop  of  Winchejfer.   This  Man   and   his 
Creatures  fo  harrafs'd  the  Kingdom  with  Taxes, 
that  the  King  was  iorced  to  fummon  a  Parliament, 
in  order  to  prevent   a  civil  ¥7ar.    "  The  Barons  z^// 
''  fent   the  King  Word  they  would  not  come   to 
*'  Parliament,  till  he  removed  the  Billiop  of  Wlti- 
'*  chejler  from  his  Court ;  which  if  he  refufed  to 
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"  do,  they  would  tarn   him  and  his  evil  Coun- 
*'  fellor  out  ol   the   Realm,   and   choole  a  new 
''  King."     And  indeed   this  unhappy  Reign  was 
afterwards  but  one  continued  Scene  of  Opprellion 
and  ci\il  War,  occalion'd  by  the  -ivicked  MunJierSy 
who  fucceffively  engrofs'd    the   Sovereign's   Ear^ 
and   made   him  quarrel  with   his   -oorthielt  Sab- 
ibid.  p.     jeds  ;    'till  at   I  alt  one  Prime  Minijier  (  ^hmoti  de 
^76-         Moiitfort^  '^2x\  oi  Lc'tcejier )  whom   he  had  raifed 
from  nothing,  employed  all  the  Power  his  Mafler 
had  weakly  put  into  his  Hands,  in  Oppolition   to 
him.     He  foil  railed  an  Army,  and  then  attacked 
ihii.  p.      the  King  at  Lewis^  where  he  defeated  and  took 
'g  hiiTi  Prilbner,  and  kept  him  under   clofe  Confine- 

ment for  near  two  Years,  himfelf  all  the  while 
governing  the  Nation  in  his  Name ;  till  the  brave 
PntiCt,  Edward  flew  this  traiterous  Prime  Mini" 
Jicr  at  Evejhamy  and  thereby  fet  both  the  King 
and  Kingdom  at  Libert}'. 
1272-  Edwad  the  First,  who  may  well  be  rank- 

ed amongft  the  greateft  Princes,   that  ever  reign'd 
in  this  or  any  other  Country,  never  bellow'd  his 
Confidence  on  one  Man  only,  but  fought  the  ableft 
ihui  p      of  his  Nobles  lor  publick  Pofts,  in  which  he  gave 
^9^-         to  each  an  equal  Share  of  Power.     He  feverely 
punillied  every  one  in  Employment,  who  was  found 
p.  194.     guilty  of  Opprellion  or  Injurtice*,  and  no  Icls  than 
thirteen  of  his  Judges  were    at  one  Time  con- 
demned by  him   for  Extort  ion,  and  fined  100,000 
Marks,  which  was  then  as  much  as  800,000  would 
ibid.  p.      be  at  this  Time,    To   this    wife  Prince  we    owe 
'9^-         the  belt  Laws   in  being  to  this  Day,  for  fecu.ring 
^'^'         the  Liberties   and  Properties  of  the  Subjedt  ^  for 
ao2.         he  in  all  Things  confulted   his  People's  Interell 
and  their  Inclination  rather  than  his  own.     And  in 
nothing  was  his  Sat^acity   more  remarkable,   than 
in  tbrctclling  bis  Son's  unhappy  Fate. 
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Edward  the  Second    (as  Hlllory  informs p-  202. 
us)  was  very  popular   at  firft.     *'  Never  Prince 
*'  came  to  the  Grown  with  greater  Love  and  more 
•'  general  Applaufe  of  all  his  Subjeds,   than  he 
*'  did  ;   which  might  have  been  fecured  to   him 
'*   by  a  little  wife  JVlmagement/'     But  when  it  ap- 
peared he  hated  all  his  Father  s  real  Friends^  and  Hid. 
that  he  violated   his  Father's  laft  Will,    by  re- 
calling Gavejion  from  Banilliment  \  the  Averfion  to 
him  giCw  i<s  univer^4  as  the  Applaufe  had   been. 
His  Prime  Miniji^r  G^jnisjion  became  fo  odious  to  '^i'^-  p- 
the  Nation,  mat  the  Nobles  rofe  in  Arms  againll  ^^3* 
him,  and  having  feized  upo'    him,  they  executed  *,  204, 
him  v'iihr  ut  a  Tryai.    This  Mifiion  was  no  foon- 
er  deftroyed,  than  two  others  rofe  in  his  Stead  ;  /•  206. 
the  SpejiferSj  Fuhcr  and  Son.  I'hcfe  Men  fo  vexed 
the  People  with   their  arbitrary  Impolltions,  that 
it  drew  on  a  civil  War  •  in  w  hich  one  of  the  SpeU"  p.  209, 
fers  was  taken  by  the  Nobles,  and  put  to  Death  as  210. 
a  Traytor  ;  and   the  poor  Monarch   himfelf  loft 
his  Crown  and  his  Life  foon  after. 

Edward  the  Third,  in   his   Minority,  was 
under  the  ufurp'd  Tuition   of  the  Queen  his  Mo-  ]f^'^\ 
ther.   During  her  weak  Adminiftration, -M^rZ/V^z^r  211. 
was  fok  Minifler.    His  bafe  Murder  of  the  de-  ibid.  p. 
pofed  King,  his  fcandalous  Treaty  with  ihtScotSy  212. 
his  rapacious  Sale  of  publick  Offices,  and  his  open^'  "*^' 
Robbery  of  the  Nation's  Treafure,  had  fo  dis- 
honoured and  incenfed  the  whole  Kingdom,   that 
whilft  he  was  wholly  taken  up  with  inventing  new 
Methods   for    agc,randizlng   himfelf  and  all  his 
Kindred,  the  Nobles  conipired  to  feize  upon  his  , 
Perlbn  ;  which  berig  done,  they  forced  the  Queen 
to  call  a  Parliamii  t :   in   which   Ihe  herfelf  was 
ilript  of  all  her  ill-co aduded  Authority,  and  her 
Minion  Mortimer  w.is  hang'd  and  drawn  at  Tyburn. 
Puring  the  reft  of  this  long  and  glorious  Reign,  '^''^' 
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there  was  no  Vrime  Miutjicr^  but  many  of  thofe 
Statefmen,  whori  the  King  cinpioycd,    were  at  dif- 
ferent Times   called  by  him  to   a    Itricl   Account 
for    bale    Pradiccs,     in    raiJing   opprejfrot,  Taxes  , 
and  for  corrupt  Dealing  ii-    the  Trealury.      i"he 
Chancellor,   Trealur.-r,   Chief  JufHc®^    and    Five 
more,  were   for  thefe  Crimes  impriioned    in  the 
Year  1340;  and  the  Arch biiliop  oi  Canterbury  y^' is 
difgraced  for  the  fame  ill  Condud  in    1341.     The 
fevere  Puniihmcnts  inflided   by  this  wife  Monarch 
/.  234.      on  corrupt  Judges  •  the  whokf -mc  Laws  made  by 
him  to  reprefs  Luxury  and  Vice  of  every  Kind  ; 
his  watchful  Care  over  our  Brit.fh  Trade  and  Ma- 
nufitflures,  and  the  wife  Ads  of"  Parlia.nent  palled 
by  him,  for  the  Encouragement  and  Improvement 
ofourHapIe  Commodities-  the  manygloriou:.Suc- 
cefles  his  Arms  were  blell  with  Abroad,   and   the 
happy  Quiet  his  Subjects  enjoyed  at  home,  are  all 
of  them  fo  many  Demonftrations,  that    this  great 
King  was  not  in  the  Hands  of  a  Prime  Minilier. 
»377-  Richard    the    Sec,  nd,    by  not   treading   in 

EiHan'd     ^^^^^   Stcps,    lolt  both   his  Crown  and  his   Life. 
^"23^. '    The  Hillorian  relates,    "  Th^it  he  came   to  the 
*'  Throne   with    great  Advantages;    the   People 
^'  were  enamoured   with  him,    and  received    him 
*'  for  their  King  with  univerfil  Joy  and   Satisfac- 
*'  tion ;  the  Lois  of  their  brave  King,  fo  lately  de- 
**  ceafed,  was  quite  forgotten,  being  lwallo\ved  up 
*'  with  the  Hopes   of  that  PTappinels,  which  they 
*'  promifed  themlelvcs   under  this    his  Succeflbr/* 
But  the  Scene  was  fo  entirely  changed    in  a    few 
ibid.  p.     Years  Time,  and  the  Taxes  grew  ib  infupportable, 
^'^'         (more  from  the   Method  of   colJe5ling   them.,   than 
^'^  '         Irom   their  Quantity)  that   one  Rebellion   was  -no 
fooner  qucil'd,  tlian  another  broke  out.    The  King 
himfclf  feem'd  only  to  have  airumed   the  Govern- 
ment, that  he  might  throw  his  own  Power  into 
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the  Hands  of  a   corrupt  Prime  MimfieT^  Michael 
de  la  Pole^  E^rl  o£  Sujfdlk.    He  had  grown  fo///i-  i^'l  p- 
deuly  from  a  low  to  a   rich  Eft  ate  ^    by  Bribery   in  ^^"^'.^ 
his  Ojice  and  by  embezUtig  the  publick  Money,  by^'  ^*'  * 
Grants  from  the   Crown   to  hira  and  his  Family^ 
and  by  oppreliing  the  Subjedls  with  illegal  Taxes ^ 
for  which  he  aiterwards  compounded  with  them  in 
private  ^    that  in  the  End,  the  Parliament  petitio- 
ned the  King  to  remove  him  from   his  Councils ; 
and  the  King,  being  in  no  (Condition  to   difpute 
the   Point,    at  length   confcnced  to  this  Demand, 
'*  And  then  (fays  the  Hiitorian)  it  appeared  how 
"  good  a  Prince  Kivg  Richard  was,    when  fepara-  ibU. 
*'  ted  from  e~cil  Counfel, 

"  The  gmlty  Miiiijier  was  with  the  Royal  Ap- 
"  probation  dcpofcd  from  all  hio  Offices ;  his  Eftate 
^'  of  I  coo  /.  a  Year  (equal  to  10,000  /.  now)  was 
'*  confifcated,  and  he  was  fined  in  twenty  thoufmd 
"  Marks."  But  the  poor  Monarch  could  not  long 
hold  the  Reins  of  Go\  eminent   himiclf  ^  he   foon 
chofe  another  Prime  Muiijicr^   full  as   wicked  as 
the   former,    Robert   Duke   of  Irelavd,    His    firfl 
•Step  was  to  fcreen  Michael  de  la  Pok\  he  perfua- 
ded  the  King  to  remit  his  Fine  and  reliore  him  to 
his  Ellate,   and  to   difcounrenance   thofe   Nobles^ 
who  had  procured  his  Difgrace;    telling   his  de- 
luded Sovereign,  "  That  the  main  Aim  of  thofe  Hij!.  of 
"  Nobles^    who  procured    the    Sentence    on  Pole^  England. 
"  was  to   dethrone    him  by    difgracing   \\\s  Jirfi  ' °;i  ^' ^' 
"  Mtuijier '^    for  that  it  was   an   eafy  Inference,    '^' 
"  that    the  King   is  not  fit  to   rule,  who   knows 
*'    not  whom  to  rruft.   By  thefe  and  fuch  like  Ar- 
"  guments  the  King  was  wrought  up  to  the  Ruin 
**  of  thofe  Lords ^  w^hom  thefe    bad  Minijlers  ac- 
"  counted  their  Enemies."     Several  Projedis  were 
formed  to  deftroy  them  by  Force  •   but  the  univerfal  "^'^• 
Love  the  Nation  bore  them  made  this  impra(Sica-  ^^id.  p. 
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bic.    The  Minijier  try*d  to  pack  a  Parliament ; 
but  That  too  was  found  impofrible,the  Nation  be- 
ing in  a  Flame  againll  the  Court.  Thefe  Attempts^ 
proving  unfuccelsful.  produced   a  civil  War,    in 
ihid.  /.     which  the  Mimjierial  Forces  being   routed,    the 
^^'*         Duke  of  Ireland  aud  the  £.///  ofS'.'fok  were  both 
/.  263.     ^rced  to  fly  from  publick  juftice.  "  Eut  the  chief 
"  Tool  of  their  Power,  Si*  Robert  TreftUu}^.  bJng 
''  fcized,  was  condemned  in  Parliament,  and  pur- 
'^  fuant  to  their  Sentence  drawn  through  the  City 
"  of  London    on  a  Hurdle,    and  handed  at  T^- 
*'  hirti!'    After  this  publick  Act  of  Juilicc,  the 
Nation  was   at  Quiet  for  fome  few  Years,  till  the 
Rarl  of  Rutland  (after  that  created  T>ukt   of  Au- 
merle  J  became  Prtme  Miv.ifter.    He,    iearing    the 
Fate  of  his  Predeccfibrs,  refoived  to   remove  thofc 
Jturdy  Patriots  out  of  the  Way,  who  had  accom- 
plifh'd  the  Ruin  of  the  Duke  of  Ireland  and   Earl 
ibid.  p.     of  Suffolk.     He  therefore  pack'd  a  Boufe  of  Com- 
276-         mons  by  wicked  Means,  and  got  the  Earl  of  A-  un^ 
f  278,     ^^^  ^^^  others  to  be  impeachcJ.,   condemned  and 
2-0.         executed.    This,  and  many   othei    \6ks  of  Op- 
preffion,  fo  difgufted  the  City  of  LopdoH    (from 
p.  280.     whence    the  Difguft   fpread  through    the  whole 
'  Kingdom)  that  every  thing  was  ripe  for  a  civil 

War.     In  this  Condition  were  Afiairs,  when  the 
Prime  Mitiifier^  as   if  delignedly  to   compleat  his 
Mailer's  Ruin,  pcrfuaded  him  to  go   over  to  his 
Dominion   of  Ireland ;  where  he  had  no  fooner 
ih\l  f.     landed,  than  the  Duke  of  Lancajier^  with  a  fmall 
28  <•         Body  of  foreign  Troops,   invaded  this  Kingdom; 
and  having  fcized   upon  fome  of  the  chief  Inftru- 
H{/?.  of    rnents  of  the  Minijier  s  Tyranny,  and  put  them  to 
England,   Death,  was  by  the  whole  Nation  received  as  their 
?'c'.  y-  p-  Deliverer.     The  King,   upon  this  News,  returned 
^  ^*         from  Ireland^wkh  an  Army  fuflicicnt  to  have  main- 
tain'd  his  Crown,  had  they  adher'd   to  him  j  but 
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fee  the  Fidelity,  that  may  be  expedcd  from    all 
Prime  Mniifters!  The  Buke  of  Junierk,  to  whom 
the  p'refent  Dilbefs   of   the  King's  Affairs   was 
ciiiefly^owing,  was  thz  firji   that   defertcd  him  ; /^z^,  ;. 
difmifs'd  his  beft  Troops,  and  fled  over  to  the-^4- 
Duke  ofLancapY^  with  500  Men.    Richard  the 
Second    was  loon  after  hiinfelf  betrayed   into  the 
Hands  of  his  Enemy;  depoled  from  the  Throne^.  235. 
by  his  Parliament ;  and   at   ialt   murdered  in  his;.  287. 
Prifon. 

Henry  the  Faarth^  who  fucceeded   him,  as  he  1399. 
came  to  the  Crown  by  the  People's  Choice,  lb  he 
maintained  himleli"  in  the  PolTcirion  of  it,  by  con- 
fulting  their  Intereft.     He  never  placed  his  Power 
out  ot  his   own  Hands  ;    his  Reign   was   indeed 
difturbed  by  civil  Wars,  which  his  difputed  Title, 
and  the  Burthen   of  ncceliary  Taxes   drew   upon 
him  ;  for,    as  the  Hiitorian '  qbferves,  Fco^le  do'^'-^- f* 
mtloie  to  buy  even  Hjppimfs   too  dear.     But  his  5°^'* 
wife   Conduct,  the   able   Minilkrs   he  employed, 
and  the  Equality  he  maintain'd  in  the  Diitribution 
of   his  Favours,    with   his  conftant  Care   of  the- 
Trade  and  Honour  of  this  Nation,  made  him  at 
laft  a  Vidor  over  all  his  Enemies,   both  at  home 
and  abroad,  and   laid  the  Foundation  of  his  Son^s 
Greatnefs  and  Glory. 

Henry  the  Fifth,  during  his  fhort  but  glorious  1 415. 
Reign,  had  no  Prime  Mtmpr,  The  Hiftorian,-,!,  . 
jays.         He   chofe   his  Counfcllors  amongH  the  308. 

graveft  and  wifell  of  his  Nobility  ;  he  went  in //.v.  p. 

Progrcls  through  many  Parts  of  his  Kingdom,  ^33- 
'  and  received  all  Complaints  of  male  Adminillra- 
cc  ^r L-  ^^"^  Cheariulnefs,  even  from  the  meanefl 

of  his  People.    AH  Abufes  of  his  Authority  he 

immediately  reformed,  not  fparing   the  greatefi 

oj  hts  Mwifters,  when   he  found   them  guilty 
^    ol  JMifdemcanors  ;'  telling  them,    «  That  fince  i^'-^-- 
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*'  They  had  no  Refpcdt  to  his  Honour ^  which 
"  was  wounded  by  their  hjjufiice^  He  could  have 
''  no  Motive  to  favour  them,  but  punilh  them  the 
"  more  leverely  j  becaufe,  for  the  Sake  of  a  little 
"  Gain  or  Fricndfliip,  They  had  robb'd  him  of 
*'  what  he  molt  valued,  his  People's  Love  and 
"  Afiedion. 
1422.  Henry  the  Sixth  was   the   Reverfe   of  his  wife 

and  great  Father,  in   the  whole  Conduct  of  his 
long,  weak,    and   turbulent  Reign.     He  had  no 
fooner  taken  into  his  Hands  the  Power  of  the  Go- 
vernment,  than  he  beliowed   the  whole   Admini- 
ftracion    of  it   on  one  wicked  Mitjijier  or   ano- 
ther, ^till  by  their  Means  he  was  deprived    of  his 
Dignity,  Liberty  and  Life.    William   de  la  Pole 
was  his  firft  Prime  Miyiificr^  and  was  fupported  in 
his  Power  by  the  Afcendant  the  Queen  had  gain'd 
Er  bvA    ^^^^  ^^^  Husband,  even  after  the  King  had   con- 
P^'s/.  I.  /.  ceiv'd  a  juft  Averfion  for  him.    The  Oppreffion 
393.         of  the  Subjedl  at  home,  the  Lofles  we   fullain'd 
2i>-:a.  jf>.     abroad,  and    the   Contempt   brought    upon   our 
2'^^'         Councils,  by  Suffolk's  Ignorance  and  Blunders,  rai- 
fed  the  Nation's  Difcontent  to   the  higheft  Pitch. 
They  fiid,     "  It  was  no   Injury  to   pitch    upon 
/•  397'     .*'  another  King,  fincc    the  prefent  Sovereign  had 
"  dcpofed  himfelf  in  Etfeil:,  by  fuficring  the  Queen 
/.  401.     "  and  Suffolk  to  over-rule  all."    The  Commons  at 
length  impeach'd  him  for  Treafon,  and  the  Lords 
committed  him  to  the  Tower ;  but  during  a  Re- 
*.  A02.     ^^^s  ^^  Parliament,   the  Queen  procured  his  En- 
largement, and  reliored  him  to  his  former  Favour. 
Thi;s  vas   lb   highly  relented  by  the  Nation,   that 
the  Court  were  obliged  at  laft  to  banifh  him,    in 
order  to  lave  his  Life  ;    but   That  proved  ineffec- 
tual:    for  the   Ship,  in   which    he   embark'd  for 
FraiJCBy   was  purfued   and  taken  by  another  Ship 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Etieter^  and  Stifolk  him- 
felf 
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felf  was  beheaded    by  the  Captain  near   Dover 
Sands,     The  next  Prime  Miuijier   in  this  Reign  .;/^.  /, 
v;as  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  •   who,   as    Hiftory  in-  -1-09. ' 
forms  us,  "  rofe  high  in  Favour  with  the  King  and 
*'  Queen,  ruUng  and  governing  all,  as  he  pleafed, 
"  The  Nation  was  by  no  Means  difpofcd  to  a  Re-/,.  4.1 1. 
"  bellion  againlt  the  King  •    ( tor   no  Ha'-m  was 
^'  meant  Him,  good  Man,  who  did  no  III  to  any, 
'^  and  delired  the  Nation's  Weltare  in  all  Things) 
"  but  againil  the  Queen,  the  Duke   of  Somerfcty 
^  and  his   Cabal,  who  ufurped  the  regal  Autho- 
*'  rity.     The    firil  Attempt  the     Nobles    made 
*'  was  on  the    Dake    of   Somerfet,   whom    they 
*^  caufed   to    be   arrelled  in    the   Queen's    Bed- 
"  Chamber,   and    fent   to  the  Tower,  in   order 
^'  to  anfvver  the  Crimes  that  ihould  be  laid  to  his 
"  Charge  in  the  enfuing  Parliament.     According- 
"  ly  he  was  there  accufcd  of  high  Treafon ;  but 
''  by  the  Queen's   Influence   that    Parliament  was 
"  difTolved   and  the  Duke    was   fet   at  Liberty." 
Upon  This,  the  Nobles  rofs  in  Arms,  and  declared  ioid. 
for  the  Houfe  of  Tork  ;  the  Court   too  raifed  an 
Army,  which  was  totally  defeated ;  the  King  him- 
fclf  "  was  taken  Prifoner,  and  the  Prime  Mtiiifler  p-  412. 
*'  was  flain  in  the  Action."    The  reft  of  this  B,eign 
was  one  continued  Scene  of  civil  War,  till  it  end- 
ed in  the  King's  Murder,  and  in  the  Transfer  of 
the  Crown  to  another  h  amily.    The  Ghara6ter  gi-  i^i--  A 
ven  this  Prince  in  Hiftory  is,     "  That  he   might  4-^7« 
*'  have  been  as  good  a  King  as  England  ever  had, 
''  if  he  had  been  guided  by  a  wife  and  good  Coun- 
*'  cilj  but  he  was  ruled  by  Favourites   and  by  his 
"  Queen,    whofe    ambitious    alfuming   the   regal 
*'  Power  beyond    her  Sphere  made  it  thought  no 
*'  Rebellion  to  take  it  out  of  her  Hands,  and  put        ^ 
''  it  where  it  would  be  better  ordered,  and  was 
^'  more  due.   .  The  King's  Fall  was  much  pitied, 
"  becaufcj  as  to  his  Perfon,  undeferved  j  but  the 
C  2  com* 
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^'  common  Good  fo  much    required  a  Change^ 
*'  that  it  was  judged  better  One  fuffer  an  Injury^ 
i'j^Si.        "  rather  than  the  whole  Nation  perifh. 

Edward  the  Fourth^  though  perhaps  too  much 

^'•''^j  */     addided  to  Pleafure,  was  in  the  main   a  wife  and 

Vol.  I.  p    ^^^^  Monarch.     He  never  had  a  Prime  Mini/ier  ; 

433.         but  relyed  upon  the  Advices  of  a  welt-chofen  Cotin*- 

ciiy  and  on  his  own  Abilities.     This  Gondudt  ac- 

.,  ,  quired  him  a  Crown,  and  This  recovered   it   for 

441*.   *      ^^ii^>   when  it  was  fnatcht   away  by  the  Treachery 

of  fome,  in  whom  he  moll  confided.     As  his  own 

/i  445.      good  Capacity  always  led  him  into  the  Meafures;, 

moll  conducive  to  the  H(Xiour  and  Intcrell  of  the 

Kingdom,  fo  That  made  him  in  general  more   an 

h  449-     Objcd:  of  the  People's  Afiedions,  than  was  to  be 

ibi'i.  p.     cxpeded  in  a  lime  of  fuch  Confufion  and  Blood*- 

47 ^-         Ihcd.     The  only  Weaknefs  of  his  Reign  (and,  as 

t.  \%z.     ^^^'  Thomas  More  obferves,  by  which  Occalion  was 

given  after  his  Death,    to  the  Ufurpation  of  his 

Brother  Richard)  was  his  over  Fondnefs  for  the 

Queen  ^  at  whofe  Importunity  he  promoted  her  faji 

Friends^  beyond  what  either  their  Birth  or  Abilities 

could  entitle  them  to ;  by  which  the  antient  iVb- 

hility  and  the  great  Commoners  were  difobligcd. 

i4"3»  Edward  the  Fifths  by  this  bad  Politicks  of  his 

Father^  loll  his  Crown  and  Life. 
J  .9,^  Richard  the  Third^  in  his  ihort  Reign,  afford- 

ed no  Inltance  of  a  Prime  Minijier^  unlefs  the 
ibi<i.  p     Duke  of  Buckingham  may  dcferve  that  Title.     He 
J99'         it  was,  who  Jirfi  fet  the  Crown  on  this  Uftirpcrs 
Head ;  but  either  he  was  not  gratified,  according 
to  his  £xped:ations  ;  or  elle  he  was  apprehenfive 
that  his  Ma/lcr  could  not   long  maintain   his  ill" 
acquired  Dignity  ;  for  he  foon   after  engaged  in 
'ihiJ.  p.      a  Confpiracy  againll  him,   which  proved   fatal  to 
5°v         them  both  ;  for  the  Duke  was   at  firlt  taken  and 
-/•  50  •     beheaded  as  a  Traytor  j    but  the  Storm,  he  had 

raifcd, 
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Mifed,  was  not  to  be  quelled,  but  by  the  Death  of /3ri.  p, 
the  Uftirper.  5i2' 

Henry  the  Se'venth  was   indeed   too  prudent   a  H^S* 
Prince,  to  truft  his  ivhok  Poiwr  in  the  Hands  of 
any  one  Mi f lifter  ;  and  yet  he  oiten  gave  more  Au- 
thority to  a  F<?w,  than   was  conliftcnt  either  with 
his  great  Sagacity,  or   his  Intercft.     An  unhappy/.  636, 
Love  of  Money  frequently  betrayed  him  into  this 
Mijfake  in  Government,  and  made  him  rather  em- 
ploy the  hafe  Inltruments  of  gratifying  that  VsX- 
iion,  than  Those,  who  were  better  quality 'd for 
the  real  Service  of  the  State,     To  this  unpopakir 
Foible^  in  a  Eritifh  Sovereign,  were  owing  r.any 
of  thofe  Inrurre(^ions,  which,  under  a  weaker  Po- 
litician,   muft   have  ended  in  Deitrudion.     1  he  Hi/!,  cf 
oppreilive  Sublidy   in    148.9    (though   granted  in  England. 
Parliament)   caufcd  a  Rebellion  in  the  North,  in  ,  ^ 

which  the  chief  Promoter  of  the  Tax,  the  Earl  of 
Northmnhe'rlajtd^  fell  a  Sacrifice  to  popular  Relcnt- 
mcnt.     Another   Parliamentary  Aid  in  1496  was 
fo  grievous  to  the  Cor  nip  Men,  that  they  rofe  mi-^''^'  P' 
Arms,   to  oppoie  the  levying  it  ^  and  atter  fome  ^^^* 
Succcis  in   xhtWeJlj   marched   in   a  Body  on   toC  619. 
London^  and  came   as  far  as  Black  Heathy  where 
they  encounter'd  the  royal  Forces  in  a  pitcht  Bat- 
tle.    Towards  the  latter  End  of  this  Reign,  the 
King's  Love  of  Money  increafing  with    his  A2;e, 
Em-pfon    and   Dudley.,  Those  Leeches  of  the '^^''^«  A 
People  (as  Lord  Bacoi)  calls  them)    built   their  "^^9* 
Greatnefs   upon  their  fingtdar  Talents  of  deviling  /'•  ^3<'' 
new  Methods,  how  to  raife Money  •  m  which  they'"^*  ^^* 
fo   cruelly  fqueez'd    and  opprcfs'd    the    Subjects, 
whilftthe  King's  Cofiers  abounded  w  ch  Treafure, 
which  he  could  not  ufc,  that  in  the  End  the  whole 
Kingdom   was  difpoled  to  rebel,      i  he  Hidorian 
therelbre  recounts  ir,  as  one  of  the  Felicities  of 
Xhis  Reign,    '*  That  an   opportune  Death   with-  i'j^d-  /. 

"  drew  ^^5- 
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"  drew  the  King  from  any  future  Blow  of  For- 
"  tune ;  which  certainly,  in  Regard  of  the  great 
"  Hatred  of  his  People,  had  not  been  impolfible 
*'  to  have  come  upon  him. 
15C9,  Henry  the  Eighth  found  no  other  Method  of  re- 

ii'fi'  'f  calling  the  loft  JfeBiotiS  of  his  Subjeds,   but  by 
^""ofT^'    g*^^'^"g  ^P  ^^  publick    Juftice  thofe  two   --picked 
/jf'      MiriipYSy    Empfon    and     'Dudley^    who,   being 
f'  5.        guilty  of  that  very  worft  of  Treafons,  alienating 
ibid.  p.  6.  the  People's  Hearts  from  their  Sovereign^  were  be- 
headed on  the  iSth  ofjugnj},  1510.    This  wife 
Act  procured  the  new  King  the  whole  Nation's 
Love  ^  which  he  preferved  for  many  Years,  'till 
the  opprefTive  Condud;  of  his  own  Prime  Mtntfter^^ 
;•  H«       ?f^o//9',  llagger'd  their  Loyalty.    The  Charader  of 
this  ambitious  Statefman  has  been  fo  often  fct  forth 
of  late,   in  ail  its  Colours,  that  I  ihall   only  ob- 
ferve  at  prefent,    that  he  engaged  his  Matter  in 
ibid.  p.     many  fruitlefs^  inglorious  Expeditions  abroad^  which 
*^-  funk  the  Honour  as  much    as   they  drained   the 

■J'  Jo        Treafure  of  the  Nation  ;  that  He  was  fo  infolent^ 
p.  55*       as  to  ufurp  the  regal  Style  ;   feldom  fpeaking  of 
p-  5S.       his  Maker's  Anions,  but  under  the  Title,  JVe  did 
ibid.  p.  25  fo  ;  that  he  fold  his  Sovereign's  Alliance^  by  Turns, 
30-  34-     to  every  Potentate  in  Europe  ;  'till  at  length  there 
g,  was  fcarce  a  Prince  left,  who  thought  it  worth  the 
25^°"    ■'■purchallno;;   and   laft  of  all,  that   he  accumulated 
p^ioS.    fo  vaft  an  Ellate,  as  to  form  a  Projed  of  making 
Hiji.  of    himfelf  independent  of  the  Crown.     I   Ihall   end 
England,    j^jg   Charader,   with    what  the   Writer  ot  thofe 
Vol.  2.  /.  'pij^cg^  ti^e  j^oft  partial  to  Him,  the  Lord  Herbert 
/.^tac.     fays,     "  One  Error  was  that  He  and  His   were 
'i!>td.  p.    ^'  invefted  with  a  hateful  Multiplicity  of  Offices  and 
M9-         <c  Places-^   which  as  it  drew  much  Envy  on   the 
"  Cardinal  in  particular,  fo  it  derogated  no  little 
"  from  the   regal  Authority.,  while  one  Man  alone 
<^  fcemed   to   cxhauit  it   all.    Since  it  becometh 
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'*  Princes  to  do,  like  the  good  Husbandmen,  when 
"  they  fow  the  Ground,  which  is  to  fcattcr,  and 
**  net  throw  all  in  one  Place.    The  Difgrace  and 
"  Imprifonment     of    this   ovcrgrowfi    Monjler    of 
"  Power  ( in  which   he  died  of  Grief)  foon  reco- 
"  vered  the  llraying  Affedions  of  the  People,  who 
*'  were  never  more  effedtually  gain'd,  than  by  fiicb 
*'  a  Sacrifice  ;  but  this  hapfy  Turn  lafted  not  long. 
The  popular   Difcontents    were   revived    by  the 
many  Changes  in  Religion,  and  by  the  exorbitant 
Power  thrown  into  the  Hands   of  Cromwell^  who  HiL  p. 
was  made  Privy  Seal^  Lord  Chamhsrlain^    Kuight  202. 
of  the  Garter^  and  Vicegerent  general  in  Spirituals,  p-  222. 
To   him   Lord  Herbert   attributes   the  Taxes   in 
1536,  which  occafioned  a  molt  formidable  Rebel-  i^id.  p, 
lion  in  Lincolnpire^  Torkfbire,  and  other  Parts;  and  ^°5'^ 
conlifted  of  no  Icfs  than  30,000  Men,    who  were  p  ^^oj, 
not  dilpers'd,  but  upon  Promile  of  calling   a  Free 
Parliament.     To  him  .He  likcwife  attributes  the 
heavy  Taxes  in  1539,  which  he   fays,   "  equally  ^^"^ 
"  opprefs'd  both  the  Clergy  and  the  Laity ;    and 
"  made  the  Author  of  them   fo  univerfally  hated, 
*'  that   the   King  gave  Way  to  the  Accufations 
*'  againft  him  *,  and  then  it  was  evident  he  mull: 
*'  fall.     For  it  was  impoflible  that  one,  who  med- 
*'  died  fo  much  in  all  the  great  and  publick  Af- 
*'  fairs,  fhould  not  in  diverfe  fo  miltake  and  err, 
"  as  to  incur  the  Note  of  a  Criminal,    when    In- 
*'  quifitions  were  made   againft  him.    The   Dif- 
"  grace  and  Imprifonment  of  Cromwell  was  recei- 
^'  ved   by  the   People   with   many  Acclamations, 
*'  that  witnefs  their  Joy ;  fo  impatient  are  they  ufit- 
"  ally  of  the  good  Fortune  of  Favourites.     And 
"  all  former  Faults  being  imputed  to  Him,  every 
"  one  began  to  hope  for  a  better  Age.  He  w^as 
"  attainted   in  Parliament  of  Crimes   great  and 
**  enormous,  and  fuch  as  deferved   capital  Punilh- 

ment ; 
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^'  ment;  but  as  He  was  not  permitted  to  an^ 
**  fwer  for  himfelf,  the  Proceedings  were  thought 
"  rigorous ;  but  fo  few  pitied  Him,  that  all  was 
*'  pall  over,  and  he  was  executed  on  Toijuer-hili 
ibid.  p.  "  in  Jtdy  1 540."  The  reft  of  this  Reign,  as  it  was 
225-        free   trom  any  Prime  Mmijiery  fo   was  it  like  wife 

from  Rebellions. 
1547.  Edzvard  the  Sixth^  during  his  fhort  Reign   of 

Minority,   had  no  lefs  than   two  Prime  Muiijers. 
The  firft  v^i^s  t\\c  I>uke  ef  Somerfet '^  \^h.o^  though 
Uncle   to   the  King,  and  Protestor  of  the  King- 
dom by  Eledion,  could  not  avoid  the  Fate,  that 
in  this  Country  naturally  attends  on  too  much 
Power,  when  vefted  in  the  Hands  of  one  SuhjeSi, 
ma.  of     '^^^  eiigrojftng   the  regal  Authority  was  his   only 
England.    Crime ;  This  raifed  InfurreBiovs  through  the  King^^ 
Fo^  I.  p.  dom  'y  This  united  the  chief  of  the  Nobility  againft 
}^  :         him  ;  This  procured  his  Imprifonmcnt  in  the  Tow- 
296  297.^^  J"   1.549  i    ^n'l   ^oft  him   his  Head    in    1552. 
/.  300.     The  ambitious  Author  of  his  Ruin,  the  Duke  of 
p.  306.     Northnmhcrland.^  fucceedcd   him    in   Power,  and 
"^2^°^      foon  became  the  Objed:   of  the  Nation's  Hatred  ^ 
\b'd.  p.     He  even  contrived  to  fix  the  Crown  upon  a  Lady^ 
325.         who  had  married  into  his  own  Family  \  and  v/hen 
/•  326.     he  had  brought   his  royal  Mafter    to  confent  to 
^' ^^^*     that  Settlement,  he  was  ftrongly  fufpeded    to  have 
po)  ibned  him.     Sir  John  Hayward  and   Godivyn 
.both  agree  that  this  Sufpicion  was  founded  on   no 
P    , ,  trivial  Conjedlures.    The  former  of  thcfc  Writers 
f-  L32vJ  j[-^p^     u  ^he  People  left  nothing  unfpoken,  which 
"  might  ferve  to  ftir  Hatred  againft  Northu-tuber- 
''  land.,  and  Pity  towards  the  King ,  but  the  Duke 
^'  was  nothing  moved  hcreat ;  lor  being  equally 
*'  obllinate,  both  inPurpolcand  Dclire,and  mount- 
<'  ing  his  Hopes  above  the  Pitch   of  Reafon,    he 
^'  rcfolvcd  then  to  dificmblc  no  longer,  but  began 
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*'  openly  to  play  his  Game ;    a  Game,   for    which 
*'  he  juftly  loft  his  Head  in  the  fuccecding  Reign. 

J^teeu  Mary.,  in  her  Reign,  had  but  one  Prime 
Mimjier^    Gardiner^   Bilhop   of  Winchcjicr\    who/   333- 
made  the  Nation  a  Scene   of  Blood  and  Defola-  ^'^;^  °A 
tion,   in  order  to  obtain   for  himfelf  a  Cardinal's  yoLl.  /. 
Hat.     For  that  Purpofe,  he  promoted  and  accom-  331  • 
plifh'd  that  hateful  Spanijb  MaUbj  which,   had  it 
proved  fruitful,  muft  have  made  this  Ifland  a  Pro- 
vince dependent  on  Span/»    Jt  met  with  the  uni-  ,-3;/  ^. 
verfal  Difapprobation  of  the  People,  and  raifed  a  339. 
Rebellion  ^    which,   but   for  an  accidental  Difap- 
pointment,    had  probably   overturned  the   whole 
Government.     This    avowed    Difguft   occalioned  .^-  34'* 
thofe  Jlrticks  in   the  Treaty  of  Marriage,  whereby  ^  Jj^f" 
the  Liberties  of  this   Kingdom  were   fecured,  as   '  ^  ^" 
much  as  Words  can  Iccure  againft  Power,     Gardi- 
fiers  hliinderivg  Politicks^  in  contri\ing  lb  unnatu- 
ral an  Alliance,  foon  involved  the  Nation  in  a  War  i^id.  p. 
with  Frav-ce.y   in  which  we  loll  that  important  Har-  ^^i;,^ 
hour  of  Calais  ;  a  Lofs,  which  fo  aHected  the  poor,^^yJ^^] 
deluded  ^lecn^  as  to  be  the  immediate  Occafion  358. 
of  her  Death. 

^ueefj  Elizabeth  fucceeded  ;  and,  in  her  long,  153^- 
wife  and  glorious  Reign,  not  one  Prime  Minijier 
appeared.     Her  People's  Love  was  the  llrong  Bafts 
of  her  Government,   as  their  Intereft  was  the  on- 
ly Drift  of  her  Councils.     Camden  fa}-s,     "  On  ?^;^'^ 
'^  all,   whom  llie  ever  admitted  into  her  Miniftry,  ^"f  ^  '* 
*'  Ihe  bellowed  her  Favours  withfo  much  Caution  369. 
''  and  fo  little  Diflin^ion^  as  to  prevent  an)^  from 
"  getting   the  Afcendant  over  Her  ^  whereby  Ihe 
'^  remain'd  Miftrefs   of  her  fclf,   preferving    their 
*'  Affcdtions,  and   her  own  Power  and  Authority 
*'  entire."    Upon  this  Maxim  Ihe  always  modell'd 
her  Miniftry;  therefore,  in    1568,    Ihe  protcded  ?^; '/ 
Cecil  (afterwards  Lord  Burki^hJ  even  againft  her  yj^  j"  ' 
D  greateft  4 1 7- 
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greateil  pcrfondl  Favourite^  the  Karl  of  Lciceficf^ 
who  vvith   other  Lords   had  confpired   his  Over- 
throw ;  and  fome  Years  alter,  fhe  as  firmly  fup- 
ported    Leiceff'sr    againft   the    Artifices    of  Cecil. 
ibirl  p.      She  lent  thzEarl  of  Leiccjier  in  15B6,  to  alTift  the 
471.  541.  2)///^/:?  agdinil  the  King  o^  Spahu    He  was   there- 
upon choien  Governor  of  the  united  Provinces  • 
but  no  fooner  did  the  States  complain  of  him,  for 
abuiing  his  great  Power,  but   this  jiifl   ^leeu   re- 
called her  Fai'Diirite  with  Difgrace.    The  Perlbn, 
whom  Hie  next  honoured  with  the  highell  Marks 
ihiJ.  p.      of  her  Favour,  was  the  F.nrl  of  EJJex  ;  but  when 
^°^'         he   began   to  affed  a  Superiority  over   his  Fellow 
Min'tJlcYs^  afluming  more  Authority  than  his  Mi- 
ilrels  intended   for  his   Share,    flie  openly  curbed 
p.  626.     his  overvt^ecning  Ambition*  turned  him  out  of  his 
Employments  ;  and  called  him  to  Account  for  his 
ibid.  p.      Condud:  in  them.     This  afpiring  Statefman  here- 
629.         upon  entcr'd  into  Cabals  againft  her  Meafures,   in 
^3°-         order  to  force    himfelf  into  Place  ^  his  principal 
Scheme  tor  this  Purpofe  was,  by  contriving  a  Rup- 
ture between  tbe  ^iieen  and  the   tiext  Heir  to  the 
ibid.  p.      Crown;  which  proving   abortive,   he  was  at  laft 
^27-         conftrained  to  undergo  the  juft  Punifliment   of  his 

traiterous  Confpiracies. 

1605.  James  the  Ftrft  fucceeded    this   great  Queen  ; 

and  though  he  was  too  weak  to  tread  in  her  Steps, 

yet  he  reaped  many  happy  Benefits  from  her  juft 

Adminiftration  ;  which   had  created  in  the  Minds 

of  the  v\hole  People  fuch  an   habitual  Reverence 

for  the  Throne,  as  all  his  bad  Policy  could  never 

quite  extinguifli.     His  was,  in  Truth,  the  Reign 

of  Prime  Mimftcrs.     Sir  Robert  Car  was  the  firll ; 

who,  for  ibme  Time,  was  forced  to  Hiare  in  Power 

with  the  wile  Cecily  Karl  ot  Salisbury  ;  and  fo  long 

iltd.  p.     Affairs   were  tolerably  well    condu6i:ed ;     "  but, 

691.   *     *'  upon  Cecil's  Dcath/^S/r  Robirt  took  full  PofTeffi- 

"■  on 
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"  on   of  the  King's  Favours  alone  •,  receiving  all 
"  Packets^  and   diipatcbing  Anfwers^  vvithoQt  the 
"  Knowledge  of  the  King  or  Council  ;  or,  if  the 
*'  King  did  know,  his  Love  had  hoarded  up  fuch 
"  a  Confidence  in  him,  as  he  laid  out  all  on    that 
"  Stock.     He   grafpt  at   all   Employments  ;   not 
"  caring  whom  he  difobliged,  or  what  Malice  he  U'J^^^^ 
"  pulled  upon   himfelf ;    nor  would    he  fuffcr  any  j^}  ^/ 
"  Place  at  Court,   or  Dignity  in  State,   to   be  bc-^.  697, 
"  flowed,  which   was     not    fweetened    with  his/.  698. 
"  Smile,   as  giving  it,  or  their  Bounty  that  enjoy 'd 
"  it."     So  that  by  his  many  foul  Devices,    "•  and 
"  by  his  fcandalous  Sale  of  Oiiices,  it  was  thought 
"  he  engrofs'd  a  Mafs  of  Coin,   as  if  his  Soul  in- 
"  tended  to   take   her  Eafe.     This  and  his  other^ 
**  Mifcarriages  procured  him  fuch  a  Number  oi 
"  Umkrmiwrs^  that   he   flood  upon    a  tottering 
"  Foundation,  having  no  Support  but  the  royal 
"  Favour  ;  which  was  at  lalt  removed,  by  laying 
^^  before  the  King  his  crying  Guilt."    The  King  uifl.  of 
confented  to  his  Tryal,  and  many  oihis  Cre^aturcs  England, 
were  put  to  Death  for  their  Share  in  hisOilinccs  ;  J'^^  g* 
but  he  himfelf,  to  the   no  fmall  Difcrcdit  of  his  y  ^3^^; 
Mailer,  was  only  confined  to  a  ?-a8any   chfcure  Re^ 
treaty  in  which  he  languiih'd  out  his  Days,  with- 
out that  publick  Punilhment,   which   he  dcferved. 
The  next  Prime  Munfler  was  the  Ditke  of  Buck-  -.nd.  p. 
in^ham^  who  lor  many  Years  was  fok  Governor  of  739- 
all  Affairs,  and  enrich'd  himfclf  and  all  his  Rela- P  728. 
tions  with   Places,  Pcnfions   and  Grants  from  theyJ^Yj^ 
Crown;    for  which  he   foon  after  rewarded   \\\sp.  23. 
hoimiful  Mailer^  in  the  Manner,  which  may  be  ex- 
pected from  all  fuch  Fjvoimtcs,     The  King  had 
fet  his  Heart  upon  a  Match  between  his  Son    and 
the  Infanta  of  Spain^  which  was  jutlly  odious  to 
the  whole    Nation  ;   Buckingham   therefore,  who  ^Q^^ 
knew  how  univerfally  he  was  detclled,  leiblved  to  f^i  \{f 
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become  popular   at  the  Expence  of  his  Maftcrs 
Honour,  Ly   oppoling  all  his  Mealures  in  this  Af- 
fair.    He  firlt  propofed  to  the  Pnnce  a  Journey 
into  Syain^  which  he  afterwards  forced  the  King 
Claren-      to  confcnt  CO  ;    "  and  this,  (as   Lord   Clarendon 
4jy        "  fays)  proved  the  Means,  whereby  that  dehgned 
jieb-:!'i:n,  "  Marriage,  which  had  been   fo  many  Years  in 
Vol.  1.       *'  Treaty,  was  folely  broken  ;  for,  upon  their  Re- 
Boik  I.      «  turn.,  the  King  found  that  the  Prhice  was  totally 
S'i  p      ''  aliened  from  all  I'houghts  of,  or  Inclination  to 
ig.  "  the  Marriage  *    and   that  He,  as   well  as  the 

*^  Diike^  was  refolved  to   break   it,  without   his 
"  Approbation  or  Confent."     The  Duke  therefore, 
21,  22.     Seconded  by  the  Countenance  the  Prince  gave  him, 
engaged  the  Parliament  to  addrefs  the  King  againft 
the  Spanifi  Match,   and  to  enter  into  a  War  with 
Spain.     He  like  wife  projected    the  Ruin  of  the 
ibid.  p.     -E"^^^  of  Mi ddkfex  J  then  Lord  Treafurer,  and  one 
23.  of  the  King's  moft  fa^voiired  MiniJ}ers\  which  he 

accomplifhcd,  by  procuring  fonie  leading  Men  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  carry  up  an  Impeach- 
ment againfl:  that  Lord  to  the  Houfe  of   Peers  • 
and  there  conducting  Matters  fo,  as  to  get  him  to 
be  condemned  to  a  large  Fine,  and  long  Imprifon- 
ment.     And  now  he  knew  the  King  would  never 
ibid  p.     i^^^give  him  ^  he   therefore   refob.cd  to  keep  his 
23.  34.     Power  in  fpirc  of  him  ;  which  he   found  no  other 
Mc::ns  of  erie6ling,  but  by  fomenting  a  Breach  be- 
////?.  of    twecn  the  King  and  the  Prince^  and  engaging  the 
England,    Son  to  hciid  the  Oppofition  to   his  Father's  Mea- 
^oi  II.    fures.     The  Vexation   th:&  gave  the  old  Monarchy 
^'  ^  meeting  with  an  Aguilh  Diipofition   in  his  Blood, 

loon  turned  that  into  a  violent  Fever,  in  which  he 
7//,^.  of  died  5  not  without  ftrong  Sui'picion  of  his  being 
E.igla.  d,  po)  Ibncd  by  a  PL'i/ier,  v  hich  Buckingham  applied 
r^L  U.     J.Q  j,jj.  5jj^^      ^^j-.^  ^-^{g  Si^fpicion   was   the  more 

tj,^°'     confirmed,  inafniuch  as  it  was  well  known  (as  mv 
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Lord  QaTendon  fays)     "  That  when  King  James  0.ircx\^. 
*'  was  informed  what  the  Duke  had  To  confidently  ^-f .// 
*'  avowed   in   Parliament,  for   which  he  had  not  ^^^''j"''* 
'*  Authority,  or  the  leali  Direction  from  him,  and  ^ook  x . 
*'  a  great  Part  whereof  himfelf  knew  to  be  falfe^J.  zz» 
''  and  that  he  had  advifed  an  utter  Breach  of  the 
*'  Treaty ;  and  to  enter  upon  a  War  with  Spaii:^ 
"  He  was  infinitely  offended.    So  that  he  wanted 
*'  only  a  refolute  and  brisk  CoiujfeUor  to  affift  hini 
*'  in  deflroying  the  Duke  ;    and  fuch  an  one  he 
"  promis'd  himfelf  in   the  Earl  of  Brijfolj  whom 
**  he  expected  every  Day."     No  Wonder  then  if 
this  poor  Kifig  did  not   long    furvive   the  Earl  of 
Briflo/'s  Return  to  England. 

Charles  the  Ftrjl^  as  the  Lord  Clarendon  fays,  1625. 
*'  came  to  the  Crown  with  as  univerfal   a  Joy   in 
*'  the  People,    as  can  be   imagined.     It  was  ex-.'V?V.  p. 
*'  pedted  by   Thofe,  who  knew  the  great  Jealoufy -4-'  -5» 
*'  and  Indignation,  that  the  Prince  had  heretofore 
*'  conceived  againlt  the  Duke  of  Buckinglikimj  for 
*'  having  been  once  very  near  ftriking  him.  That 
**  He  would   now   remember    that   Infolence,  of 
''  which  He  then  ^o  olten  complained.    But   in- 
"  Head  of  that,  He  placed   his  intire   Confidence 
*'  in  him,  the  molt  that  e\  er  King  had  fhewed  to 
*'  any  Subject.     All   Preferments   in  the    Church 
"  and  State  were  given  by    him;  all  his   Kindred 
*'  and  his  Friends  were  projnoted  to   the  Degree 
*'  in  Honour,  Riches  or  Otiices,  that  He  thought 
*^  fit,  and  all  his  Enemies  and  Envvers  were  difcoun- 
*'  tenanced,  as  he  appointed.    This  foon  wrought 
"  a  vilible  Change  in  the  Aiiedions  of  the   Na- 
"  tion  towards    their   Sovereign."     The   fruitlcfs -'V.  ;>. 
Expeditions  abroad,  and  the  oppreffive    Methods  2^-  3S- 
of  railing  Money   at   home,  ioined  to  the  innate '^'■'^^  % 

r -r  .      J     L-       XT-^  •  u  ^  n  a /r        England, 

Jtiatred  this   rsation    bears     to     Prime    Mi- ^5/.  ij. 
NisTE&s,  raifed  a  Dilcontent  againll  the  Govern- .^  9. 
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menf,  which  even  this  Man's  Death  (being  by  a 
private  Hand)  could  not  appcaie.  Lord  Claren" 
don  fays  himlcif  that  "  The  Venom  of  his  Time 
Rebel  ioth  "  ^^^^^'^^^'d  and  got  Vigour,  till  from  oi;j  Liceace 
Vol.  I.  "  to  another  it  proceeded,  until  the  Nation  was 
Book  I.  "  corrupted  to  that  monftrous  Degree,  thit  it 
/.  41.  «  grew  fatiated  and  weary  of  the  Government/* 
Indeed  the  continuing  the  fame  Meafure-,  this 
Btfi.  of  Prime  Minijier  had  let  on  Foot,  till  the  Liber- 
'^r/'m.'  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Nation  were  thought  in  Danger,  and 
p  ]i^j.  '  in  the  End  the  liikning  almoft  entirely  to  the 
/.  48.  Counfel  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford  (who  from  a  bujy 
Stickler  for  Liberty  in  one  Adminiftration,  was 
;H//?,  of  become  the  Inlbument  of  arbitrary  Power  in  ano- 
SlH '  f^^^)  t>rought  on  that  difmal  Scene  of  Gonfulion, 
/.  48.  '  in  vvhich  the  King  was  unhappily  deprived  of  his 
f.  63.       Crown,  Liberty  and  Life. 

/•  6-'*  Thus  I  have    given    a  fhort  Account  of  the 

^'  Jl'^  Reigns,  from  the  Conquell  down  to  the  Reftora- 
tion,  as  to  that  lingle  Article  of  Prirae  Minijhrs'^ 
which  1  ihall  clofe  with  one  remarkable  Sentence 
of  the  Hijforian^  whofe  Authority  I  have  chiefly 
vj-ii.  p.  9.  made  Uie  of  in  the  foregoing  Pages.  "  The  Fa* 
^  votirites  of  every  Prince  were  always  odious  to 
"  the  ENgli/b  Veop\c.  Not  only  Self-Love,  En- 
'*  vy.  Ambition,  Dilguft  and  Revenge  do  natu- 
"  rally  create  an  Averlion  to  any  One  Subjcd:, 
*'  who  feems  to  engrofs  and  appropriate  to  him- 
"  fell'  the  common  Father  of  the  People.  But  the 
*'  laudable  Ailedions,  thar  prompt  to  Impartiality, 
"  Tendernefs  to  our  Prince,  and  Love  to  our 
*'  Country,  all  conipire  to  make  every  indifferent 
*'  Perfon  an  Enemy  to  the  One  powerful  Fellozv 
"  Member^  that  commands  over  the  Head,  and 
*'  ufurps  over  the  whole  Body.'* 

It  Avould  fcarce  have    been  fafc,  I   am  fure  it 
would  not  have  been  prudent,  thus  to   entertaia 
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the  Publick  with  the  difmal  Confequences,  that 
have  hitherto  followed,  upon  veiling  all  Power  in 
One  MatJ^  but  at  a  Time  like  This^  when  it  is 
the  Joy  of  all  good  Men  to  fee  that  there  is  no 
one  Prime  Mimjfer  at  the  Helm ;  but  that  feveral 
equally  able^  equally  virtnof/s  and  great  Aden  jointly 
draw  on  thcwdl-ballanced  Machine  of  St  ate  y  which 
therefore  cannot,  as  I  pray  it  may  not,  totter. 

I  lliall  conclude  this  fhort  Abftrad:  of  Hiflory 
with  the  Obfervation  of  as  is:ife  a  Politician,  as 
ever  England  bred.  "  That  there  never  yet  was 
*'  a  Prime  Mtnijier  in  Britain^  but  either  broke 
"  his  own  Neck,  or  his  Majiers,  or  hoth,  unlefs 
^'  He  faved  his  own  by  facrificing  his  Majters. 

As  the  Reader  may  perhaps  be  defirous  to  be- 
hold at  one  View  the  diverfe  Cafualties  of  the 
fundry  Prime  Minijlers  above-mentioned,  I  have 
here  fubjoined  a  Table  of  Them. 


PRIME     MINISTERS. 

DY'D  by  the  Halter      3 

Ditto  by  the  Axe —  10 

Ditto  by  STURDY    Beggars  —       ■    ■  3 

Ditto  untimely  by  private  Hands — —  a 

Ditto  in  Imprifonment — <  4 

Ditto  in  Exile 4 

Ditto  Penitent i 

Saved  by  facrificing  their  Mailer 4 

Sum  Total  of  Prime  MiNisTE&Sr—   31 
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